(Date)

Dear (name of Representative/Senator you are sending to),

I am writing to urge you to sign on as a primary or co-sponsor of the Lymphedema Diagnosis and Treatment Cost Saving Act of 2010, HR 4662, introduced by Congressman Larry Kissell on February 23, 2010. 

This act will reduce Medicare costs while improving patient care and quality of life. Currently Medicare and some private insurance companies do not offer complete coverage for this disease, which afflicts millions of Americans, and is most commonly caused by treatment for cancer. These policies only cover the expensive, difficult to treat and often chronic complications which are the inevitable result of patients having not received the proper medical care in the earlier stages. Such policies are falling short of providing these individuals treatment in accordance with established standards of care. And current policies lead to the expenditure of immense amounts of precious healthcare resources to treat preventable lymphedema-related cellulitis.

Treatment for lymphedema is a medical necessity critical to the health and well-being of those who suffer from the disease. The clinically-proven treatment of lymphedema is called "complex decongestive therapy". It is used world-wide by the medical community, is not experimental and has decades of proven success. Unfortunately, not all components of this treatment fall under categories for which Medicare or private insurance companies typically provide coverage. With treatment, a patient lives a long, healthy and virtually normal life. But without treatment, the disease can grow progressively worse, causing severe disfigurement, disability and pain, and in some cases even results in death. A lymphedema treatment mandate went in to effect in North Carolina January 1, 2010, and one has been in effect in Virginia since 2004.

This bill already has the official backing of the National Lymphedema Network and Susan G. Komen for the Cure, and the endorsement of other national groups is anticipated. For additional information or to (co)sponsor this bill, contact Zach Pfister in Congressman Kissell’s office at zach.pfister@mail.house.gov or 202-225-3715.

Please support the Lymphedema Diagnosis and Treatment Cost Saving Act of 2010, which will improve patient care while reducing Medicare costs, by signing on as a primary or co-sponsor of this bill.

Sincerely,

(Your name)
(Your address – REQUIRED)
